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OUTDOOR LIVING {this page} With the bi-fold doors blurring the boundary between indoors and out, 
this inviting backyard is a summer paradise for Fiona {above right}, her husband, Mark, their sons, Brendan 
and Justin, and spoodle Max {top left}. The Robert Plumb ‘Tube’ outdoor setting is a popular gathering point, 
brightly offset by stripy cushions. Adding greenery is a line of pear trees along the back wall; these trees are 
all that remain of the former property. “The growth has been phenomenal in our garden this year,” says Fiona. 

Fiona and Mark’s modern Melbourne home seamlessly blends  
indoor and outdoor living spaces, ideal for their busy family of four 
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inside and out



SWIMMING POOL Surrounded by bluestone paving, the 
solar and gas-heated pool is a magnet on summer days. From 
Claudio Janczer Swimming Pool Construction, the pool adjoins 
a reflection pond that offers tranquil views from the dining 
area. “We’ve been here for three years now, and I find it so 
relaxing,” Fiona says. “We’re really happy with the house.” >



116 {DECEMBER 2011} homebeautiful.com.au

FIRST IMPRESSIONS are often the greatest so it’s no surprise 
that the carefully cultivated collection of art that greets visitors to 
Fiona and Mark’s home hints at what lies inside. With vibrantly hued 
canvases adorning the walls and large glass doors that open to cooling 
breezes, entertaining areas and a lusciously blue pool, it’s obvious 
that this recently built Melbourne home has the heart and soul this 
couple were keen to achieve. “This is my forever ‘family with kids’ 
home,” says Fiona. “When the boys move out, we’ll move to something 
smaller, but in the meantime, we love the location near the beach 
and the house itself so we are staying put.”

The couple’s journey began when they set eyes on an old property 
in a secluded grove that had all the hallmarks of the worst house in 
the best location. Visualising the block’s potential, the couple easily 
imagined setting up home here: a quiet spot close to the beach and 
shops, ideal for their two boys, Brendan, now 17, and Justin, now 15. 

The existing house was home for two long years, and the couple 
used the time to make plans. Their brief to Venn Architects  
was simple: three levels with a basement garage and an elegant open-
plan design. Fiona dedicated herself to researching colours and 
materials, and worked on the overall look of the space. “I wanted it 
to look good but I wanted it to last the distance, too,” says Fiona. > 

 

LIVING AREA {above left} A bold colour palette 
of charcoal, chocolate and red creates an inviting 

feel in this casual room. The scheme is highlighted 
by a painting by Robyn Rankin called Tiggy, which 

Fiona bought years ago. Since it’s a popular area  
of the home, Fiona chose sturdy finishes and  

materials, such as bluestone flooring, a ‘George’  
sofa from Lounge and ‘Kiku’ chairs from Jardan. 

DINING AREA {above right} With a triptych, 
Tribal Series by Eleanor Millard, and two ‘Snowflake’ 
pendant lamps by David Trubridge, this space is the 

most dramatic in the house. “I look at those artworks 
every day and I like them more all the time,” says Fiona.  

A ‘Zen’ dining table from Zuster paired with ‘Series 7’ 
chairs from Corporate Culture add sophistication,  
while a ‘Tycoon’ mirror table {opposite}, also from 

Zuster, reflects the triptych for further impact.  
Feature walls painted in Resene Triple Tea provide  

a subtle contrast to the white walls.
 

“This is my ‘forever with kids’ home – we love 
the location near the beach and the house itself”  



Who lives here?
Fiona, who works in human 
resources; her husband, Mark, an 
investment manager; sons Brendan, 
17, and Justin, 15; and spoodle Max.
How would you define  
your interior style?
Fiona: “Modern, elegant and easy  
to live with. We enjoy a simple, 
stylish look but one which is  
robust enough for family life.” 
How does your home  
make you feel?
“It has a great sense of family. It was 
built to meet our needs so we could 
all enjoy combined and private spaces, 
and be able to entertain our extended 
family when we wanted to. We 
recently had my father-in-law’s 70th 
here with a sit down dinner for 28  
in the dining area and it was perfect.” 
Any major lessons learned? 
“I would want to be clearer on who 
the architect, builder and interior 
designer are upfront, whereas we 
engaged the architect first, the 
builder came along second and  
Fiona came along much later. The 
communication is so much better 
when you already have your team.”

Inside story



we love
An entertainer’s kitchen

Fiona had only two requests for the heart of the home 
– white tones and timber veneers. She got her wish 
with an expansive island topped with Caesarstone 

benches in Nougat, complete with an end table 
wrapped in Navlam dark timber veneer, and white 

2-pac polyurethane-finished cabinetry, which cleverly 
conceals integrated Miele appliances.
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< However, once building began, Fiona found she needed the 
expertise of an interior designer, particularly for the dining area. “It 
was bigger than I anticipated,” says Fiona. “I thought, ‘how am I ever 
going to fill this space?’ But then I was chatting to a mum at a school 
fete and she suggested an interior designer, Fiona Austin.” 

Firstly, the pair chose the building-block furniture pieces. The focus 
was on classic and durable finishes to withstand the demands of two 
growing boys. To inject soul into the space, interior designer Fiona 
tapped into her client’s love of art. She was keen to make a statement 
downstairs and the pair commissioned local artist Eleanor Millard to 
create a piece for the vast wall in the dining room. “We gave Eleanor 
the colour scheme of the house and she painted watercolour mock ups 
for us to see,” says Fiona of the process. 

Today, a few Eleanor Millard paintings feature in the house, giving 
the soft cream and taupe walls pops of contemporary colour. “We 
wanted an elegant home but we wanted it to be relaxed and not for 
people to come in and feel like they can’t sit down,” says Fiona. “We 
really feel relaxed here, which is great.”

KITCHEN {above left} Interior designer Fiona Austin 
suggested a jolt of colour in the kitchen and a bold  
red glass splashback from Alligator Glass fits the bill 
perfectly. “The best thing about working with an 
interior designer is clarity with your decisions to  
help you build and decorate the house in line  
with your original vision,” says Fiona. 

STAIRCASE {above right} This busy thoroughfare 
connects the family’s bedrooms with the rest of the 
house, so it needed to be robust. A polished concrete 
platform sits above messmate timber floorboards,  
from Shiver Me Timbers, while black-painted steel 
railings extend at full height on the staircase for a 
strong vertical feel. The juncture provides a neat spot 
for the replica Jens Risom lounge chair from Matt Blatt. 
“We have a mix of high-quality contemporary pieces 
with cheaper items and accessories, which are easy to 
change over time,” says Fiona of her home’s style. >

“We wanted elegant but relaxed and not for people 
to come in and feel like they can’t sit down” 
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MASTER BEDROOM {top} Fiona’s favourite bargain buy is the replica Arne Jacobsen ‘Egg’ chair from Matt Blatt. “It has 
been such a hit that my 17-year-old son purchased one in black for his room. You can lounge around in this chair all day,” 
she says. STORAGE {above left} Open shelving in the hallway, between the lounge and kitchen, provides space for books, 
DVDs and home-entertainment equipment. ENSUITE {above right} In place of a feature wall, taupe tiles were cut into 
long strips and applied at full height on each wall and across the floor. “It gives the space a bit of texture,” says Fiona.  

“You can lounge around in this chair all day” 
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1 Feature wall paint Zylone low sheen paint 
in Triple Tea, $93.95/4 litres, Resene Paints. 

2 Living area flooring Messmate timber 
floorboards, $78/sqm, Shiver Me Timbers. 

3 Lounge flooring Cavalier Bremworth 
‘Ridgeway’ wool carpet in Velvet Brown,  

$79/sqm (installed), Bramwell’s Floorcoverings. 
CONTACTS Fiona Austin, Austin Design 

Associates, austindesign.com.au. Venn Architects, 
vennarchitects.com Stockists, page 211 

“Everyone ends up in the lounge;  

it brings the whole family together”
LOUNGE The family drifts in most 

evenings to this room to put their feet up. 

JUSTIN’S ROOM Fiona kitted out both 
boys’ rooms simply. “Their beds, desks  
and chairs are all from Ikea,” she says. 

1 32

style notes
the details

LOUNGE A Norman and Quaine 
‘Grace’ armchair from Living Edge  

is covered with bright ‘Snap’ fabric 
from Kvadrat Maharam while Cavalier 

Bremworth ‘Ridgeway’ carpet  
from Bramwell’s Floorcoverings  

adds a cosy feel to this space.  
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